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The 

Church Chimes 

Reformation Celebration 

Operation Christmas Child 

 

Do you look at small toys and try to guess whether they would fit 

in a shoe box?  Then you have been stricken by the “Operation 

Christmas Child” bug!  It shows it’s loving face this time of year 

and has been rampant in our church.  

 

 Please pick up your box on your way out of church today and 

start filling it for a child in an impoverished country.  It will cure 

this bug and ensure that you have shared God’s love around the 

world this Christmas! The boxes are due back November 12th. Finally there is a bug that is a blessing to share! 

(New in 2017:  Candy and toothpaste can not be included in the boxes due to Customs restrictions.) 



H 
is divine power has 

granted to us all things 

that pertain to life and 

godliness, through the 

knowledge of him who called us to 

his own glory and excellence, by 

which he has granted to us his 

precious and very great promises, so 

that through them you may become 

partakers of the divine nature, having 

escaped from the corruption that is in 

the world because of sinful desire. 

For this very reason, make every 

effort to supplement your faith with 

virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 

and knowledge with self-control, and 

self-control with steadfastness, and 

steadfastness with godliness, and 

godliness with brotherly affection, 

and brotherly affection with love. 

For if these qualities are yours and 

are increasing, they keep you from 

being ineffective or unfruitful in the 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

(2 Peter 1: 3-8) 

 

During November we celebrate 

Thanksgiving.  Thanksgiving reminds 

us that we owe God a debt of 

gratitude.  We are grateful for his gift 

to us in Jesus Christ, it is time to 

remember that everything we have 

he has provided for us.  He provides 

for us out of the abundance of His 

grace and not out of our lack.  Our 

lack both in faith and works is 

considerable. 

 

Each one of us wants to win eternal 

life!  Then we are grateful to learn 

that Jesus has won it for us.  We take 

His winning prize and make it our 

own by faith in Him.  So the battle 

of life is a constant fight against what 

we see in ourselves and in the world.  

The battle of faith is to experience 

the unseen evidence of God’s 

promise in the here and now. 

Peter lays out the sufficiency of God’s 

grace by saying that through His 

divine power he has given us 

everything we need to live godly 

fruitful lives.  Then Peter tells us we 

should supplement our faith with 

virtue.  What does he mean?  Is faith 

sufficient, or does it need a little 

help?  He is saying that the more we 

learn about and avail ourselves of the 

grace God already gives, the more it 

will benefit us in this life.  The more 

we will experience it! 

 

What is it we seek?  Peace, a sense of 

security with God, a feeling that we 

are making progress in our Christian 

lives, assurance that God loves us?  

We all seek these things, and I am 

sure you can add a few things to this 

list.  The battle of faith to live out the 

Christian life is primarily fought in 

our minds and our attitudes.  Because 

God’s grace is sufficient, and He has 

put a new heart in us, whenever we 

do things that are pleasing to God 

they grow in our lives. Peter lists 6 

things we can do to affect our 

Christian lives in a positive way: 

knowledge (of the Gospel), self-

control, steadfastness, godliness, 

brotherly affection and love.  He 

goes on to add that if we cultivate 

these qualities, we will be effective 

and successful followers of Jesus 

Christ! 

 

That’s where thanksgiving and 

gratitude come in.  Gratitude puts us 

in a position to count the good 

things God plants in our lives.  

Counting good things in life is like 

seeing sunshine.  In Pittsburgh, I have 

noticed, that when people see the 

sun, they remark how beautiful it is.  

The cloudy days make us look more 

at the sky for a ray of sun.  When we 

see it, it makes us glad.  Reminding 

ourselves of God’s blessings and 

thanking Him for them works the 

same way. 

 

Faith in Christ should bring about this 

change of attitude and perspective in 

each of us.  Denzel Washington put it 

best, when he said in a church 

meeting:  “Give thanks for blessings 

every day. Every day. Embrace 

gratitude. Encourage others. It is 

impossible to be grateful and hateful 

at the same time. I pray that you put 

your slippers way under your bed at 

night, so that when you wake in the 

morning you have to start on your 

knees to find them. And while you're 

down there, say "thank you." A bad 

attitude is like a flat tire. Until you 

change it, you're not going 

anywhere.” 

 

Way to go Denzel!  Add to your 

faith gratitude because it makes you 

want to know the Gospel, and 

exercise self-control.  It will make 

you steadfast and godly.  It will make 

love and understanding of your 

fellowman easier. 

 

Your Pastor and Friend, 

Doug Brandt 

Thanksgiving and the Battle for Eternal Life 



Our Annual Christmas Potluck Dinner will be held on 

Sunday,  December 10th at 6:00 p.m. Please bring a side 

dish to share.  Meat, potatoes, dessert and beverages will 

be provided. 

 

After dinner we will have our traditional Christmas Carol 

Sing– Along. Bring the whole family out for a night of 

Christmas fun with your church family! 

 

Please sign up at the Information Table to give us an idea 

of  how many to prepare for. 

 

Salvation Army  

Red Kettle Campaign  

  
The Salvation Army 

Canonsburg /Houston 

Service Unit serves the 

f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s :  

Canonsburg, Houston, 

Hendersonville, Lawrence, 

McMurray, Strabane, 

Westland, and Muse. 

  

Kettles will be located at the Peters Township Giant 

Eagle and the Peters Township  

K-Mart.  When you put money in one of these kettles 

you may be helping a neighbor or friend. 

  

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED. We will be staffing kettle 

locations on Friday and Saturday from November 24 

through December 23.  We staff the kettles from 4:00 

p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Friday and 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on 

Saturday.  Time is scheduled in two hour slots.  Youth up 

to age 14 MUST be accompanied by an adult.  Ages 15-17 

MUST be in groups of 2 or 3. 

 

We are in the process of scheduling now. 

 

To sign up please contact Tracie Sohyda at 412-841-

2271. 

 

 

 

Why Stewardship? 

 
Truly, our Father has a plan 

for our congregation. He 

has sustained us in our faith 

in Jesus, blessed us beyond 

our understanding and 

remains in our hearts to 

continue our life as 

Christians. 

 

During the month of 

November, Pastor Brandt 

will be preaching for us to “Put on the Full Armor of 

God.” The Church has been provided to us by Jesus to 

strengthen our faith, to gain knowledge and spiritual 

understanding and for us to continue the work of our 

Lord. For it is by grace you have been saved, through 

faith, and this is not from ourselves, it is the gift of God—

not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are 

God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

Ephesians 2: 8-10 

 

November 19, 2017 will be our Stewardship Sunday 

where we will have the opportunity to personally submit 

our Pledge Cards for the support of our church for 2018. 

Pledge Cards may be submitted earlier by mail or at the 

Sunday worship services. The Stewardship Team asks 

that we pray for our church and prayerfully consider our 

support for our church for 2018. 

 

Stewardship Team 

 

Thank You and Welcome  

Reception for Renee  

Ho-Falls and Eric Beeko 

 
We will be having a reception on 

November 12 to welcome Eric 

Beeko as our new Music Director. 

 

We will also be recognizing Renee 

Ho-Falls for leading our Music Ministry as our Interim 

over the last several months. Individual cards and gifts of 

appreciation may be brought to the reception or mailed 

directly to Renee. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the Reception on 

November 12 following Worship. 



The Women's Monday Morning Bible Study 

meets at 9:30 am in the Conference Room at St. 

David's. For more information please contact Susan 

Prosser at 724-942-5427. 

 

The Pastor’s Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

meets at 6:30 p.m. in Beinhauers Community 

Room. We are studying the book, Simple Church by 

Thom S. Rainer. We begin with a meal together and 

then begin study.  

 

The Women’s Thursday Evening Bible Study 

meets at 6:30 p.m. in the St. David’s Conference 

Room. They are studying How to Hear from God: 

Learn to Know His Voice and Make Right Decisions 
by Joyce Meyer. 

Thank You! 
 

Dear Church Family,  

 

"Blessed are those who mourn for they will be 

comforted." 

 

My family and I have been blessed by your many cards, 

calls and prayers.  Your words of comfort mean so 

much as we feel both sadness at my Dad's passing and 

celebrate his life of 96 years. 

 

The sheaf of wheat from our church family and the 

symbolism attached to it was so lovely. 

 

A special thank you to Pastor Doug, Katie and Jenn for 

their support and efforts to make my Dad's service so 

meaningful. 

 

We are so thankful for you all. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Chris, Jim, Jim and Jake DeWoody 

Our next Men’s Breakfast is Saturday, November 

11th at 9:00 a.m. at the Bob Evans in Peters. We 

hope you will join us! 

Deacons are once again, with the help of the Bebout 

nursery, providing poinsettias.  We have 30 plants 

ordered.  Please know that when we reach 30 or-

ders we will NOT be able to take any extras. The 

poinsettias this year will cost $7.75. Orders must 

be in to Jenn in the office by December 11th.  

Orders may be placed by using the Seasonal 

Flower envelope in the Friendship Book. 

Christmas Eve falls on Sunday this year and you may 

take them home with you after the Christmas Eve 

service.   



Children’s Ministry News 
November 2017 

 

The Sunday School year has been rolling right along…. 

 
Time to show you just a few more photos of our three Children’s Sunday School classes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Maronde and the Preschool Class         Mrs. Maronde and some of the Grades K-2 Class 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrew in the Grades K-2 Class        Mrs. Brandt and some of the Grades 3 – 6 class  



Mrs. Brandt and some of the Grades 3 – 6 class  

 

2. And here are some shots from our Church Nursery: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benjamin      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Maronde with Orion, Griffin, and Maiya   

Stephanie Anderson with Isaiah 

Marino and Ben 

Isaiah and Griffin 



….and we also had some great special events! 

 

1. Celebrate fall! PCEPC families were invited to meet up at Trax Farms’ Fall Festival on October 

14 between 3 and 5 pm. We had fun with the huge pumpkin pile, the giant slide, balloon 

house, the lively petting zoo, and also the mini racers and corn box! 

 

With so many of PCEPC’s kids playing soccer in one Saturday time slot or another, only one family 

could meet up with Doug and me that afternoon, but we still had a ball!!  

2. In the spirit of the Reformation, PCEPC annually gives out Gift 

Bibles to new Preschool Students and to new Third- and Fourth-

Graders on Reformation Sunday.  We were so excited to be giv-

ing out 9 Bibles this year during worship on Sunday, October 

29! 

 

From the Preschool Class, Mianna Maronde and Grayson Nguyen re-

ceived the Preschool Bible Storybook “God’s Story for Me.” 

               

From the Grades 3 – 6 Class, Matthew Caesar, Ryan Falls, Lucas 

Fowler, Nolan Hutchison, Audrey Jeswilkowski, McKenna Jeswilkow-

ski, and Rhys Maentz were given their own “Life Manuals”… Girls re-

ceived the NIV Young Women of Faith Bible; boys the (Luke) 2:52 Boys’ Bi-

ble. 

Due to a scheduling conflict, Rhys Maentz could not attend PCEPC on 

this Sunday, but his younger brother Ian was happy to stand in for him! 

Prayers for all our young families, as they’re raising the next generation 

in the faith! 



Coming up next:   
 

1. All family are asked to bring in the Samaritan’s 
Purse shoeboxes full of gifts for Operation Christ-
mas Child that they may be working on for their 
collection and dedication on Sunday, November 
12. 

 
 
 
 
 

2. We’ll also be decorating Stockings for Soldiers 
Sunday November 12. We will have some lunch 
at church, right after the reception for Renee Ho 
and Eric Beeko, and then decorate some stockings 
and write Christmas greetings to deployed sol-
diers! The Deacons will fill those Stockings up 
during their very next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. On November 19, due to St. David’s holding their 

Stewardship Luncheon in the Parish Hall at 11:30, 
we will worship in the upstairs sanctuary at 

11:30 a.m., with nursery provided in the green 
room during that hour. 

 
Sunday School on that day will also begin a half 
hour later than usual, at 10:15 a.m. Nursery dur-
ing the Sunday School hour will still be held in 
the playroom. 



4. If you haven’t already done so, please let me 
know if your child or children will be will-
ing to take part in the Still Manger Scene 

during the 5:30 pm Christmas Eve service on 
Sunday, December 24! 

--As always, thank you for keeping PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry and all the families involved in 
prayer! 

…And, please let me know if you have any comments or suggestions! 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Katie Brandt 

Mark your calendars for 

our annual Christmas 

Potluck Progressive 

Dinner and White 

Elephant Gift Exchange.  

On December 17th, we 

will progress to different homes enjoying lots of 

food!  Please bring a white elephant gift to 

exchange.  The cost of the gift should be under $10.  

If you would be willing to host the youth at your 

home for either appetizers, main course or dessert, 

please let Marion know.   

 

Plans are underway for our 

mission project for 

November /December .  

Please watch your e-mail 

for a date and time and join 

your fellow youth ringing 

bells to support the work 

of The Salvation Army.   

Youth  

Ministry 

November Youth Group Dates 

November 12
th
 6pm @ St. David’s 

There is no youth group on November 26
th
. Have a blessed Thanksgiving!!!   



 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

724-941-6210  

www.peterscreekchurch.org 

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Eric Beeko 

   Director of Music and Worship 

   eric@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Marion Maentz 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   marion@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Maura Kelly 

   Director of Accounting 

   maura@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Jennifer Such 

   Administration & Communications 

   jenn@peterscreekchurch.org 

Our board of deacons is working with Beinhauer Funeral Home 

again this season to fill “ Stockings for Soldiers!”  We know this is 

a very special mission for many of our members. We are planning 

to fill a minimum of 20 stockings, 10 for women and 10 for men.  

 

So that we can get a nice variety of items for these stockings, we 

are asking that you sign up for the items you would like to donate. 

The sign up sheet will be in the narthex after church.  It  contains 

the following items:  

 

Men’s and women’s cotton socks 

Current magazines 

Paper back books 

Small games/ cards 

Moisture Wicking Tshirts 
Snacks 

Word game books 

Drink powders 

Current DVD 

Baby wipes 

Tooth brushes 

Toothpaste 

Small body washes 

 

If you have other good ideas, don’t hesitate to bring them.  We can 

always do more than 20 stockings.  The box for the “Stockings for 

Soldiers” donations will be set out Sunday.  All donations must be 

in by Sunday, November 12th.  The deacons will fill the stockings 

at their November meeting.  

 

If you would like to write a  Christmas note of appreciation to a 

soldier, please do so!  That will be the most appreciated stocking 

stuffer of all. 


